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The Son of Man 
The Scriptures 

“When evening came, His disciples went down to the lake, 17where they got into a boat and 
set off across the lake for Capernaum.  By now it was dark, and Jesus had not yet joined 
them.  18A strong wind was blowing and the waters grew rough.  19When they had rowed 
three or three and a half miles, they saw Jesus approaching the boat, walking on the water; 
and they were terrified.   20But He said to them, “It is I; don’t be afraid.”  21Then they were 
willing to take Him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore where they 
were heading.  22The next day the crowd that had stayed on the opposite shore of the lake 
realized that only one boat had been there, and that Jesus had not entered it with His 
disciples, but that they had gone away alone.  23Then some boats from Tiberias landed near 
the place where the people had eaten the bread after the Lord had given thanks.  24Once the 
crowd realized that neither Jesus nor His disciples were there, they got into the boats and 
went to Capernaum in search of Jesus.  25When they found Him on the other side of the lake, 
they asked Him, “Rabbi, when did you get here?”  26 Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, 
you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous signs but because you ate the 
loaves and had your fill.  27Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to 
eternal life, which the Son of Man will give you. On Him God the Father has placed His seal 
of approval.”   28Then they asked Him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” 
29Jesus answered, “The work of God is this: to believe in the one He has sent.”  

 - John 6:16-29 
In This Series… 
1. We are learning that Jesus makes some amazing claims about Himself. 

(Son of God, Messiah, Prophet, Son of Man, Bread of Life) 
2. We know that MANY people say, “Jesus never claimed to be . . .” 

and yet, these claims were the reason that He was killed! 
“We are not stoning you for any of these,” replied the Jews, “but for blasphemy, 
because you, a mere man, claim to be God.” - John 10:33 

 

The Disciples 
They were obedient and entered a boat to cross the lake even though it 
was dark. 

“Immediately Jesus made the disciples get into the boat and go on ahead of Him to the other 
side, while He dismissed the crowd. 23After He had dismissed them, He went up on a 
mountainside by Himself to pray.  When evening came, He was there alone…”  
 - Matthew 14:22,23 

They were caught in a mighty storm and all of their skills could not save 
them. 
“He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them.  About the 
fourth watch of the night He went out to them, walking on the lake.” - Mark 6:48 

• Remember that some of these men (four to seven of them) were 
fishermen by trade. 

They saw a human form walking on the water, and although they were 
fisherman, this was something that they had not seen before.  They were 
terrified. 

“During the fourth watch of the night Jesus went out to them, walking on the lake. 26When the 
disciples saw Him walking on the lake, they were terrified.  “It’s a ghost,” they said, and 
cried out in fear.” - Matthew 14:25,26 

 

They allow Jesus into the boat and were immediately saved from the 
storm. 
“Then they were willing to take Him into the boat, and immediately the boat reached the shore 
where they were heading.” - John 6:21 

 
“Peace doesn’t come from finding a lake with no storms.   

It comes from having Jesus in the boat.”  — John Ortberg 
 

Jesus 
He left the crowds and the disciples and spent time with His Father. 

He saw the disciples when they were in need and went to them. 
“He saw the disciples straining at the oars, because the wind was against them…” - Mark 6:48 

He declares Himself the Son of Man who could give eternal life. 
 “Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of 

Man will give you.  On Him God the Father has placed His seal of approval.” - John 6:27 
 “In my vision at night I looked, and there before me was one like a son of man, coming with the 

clouds of heaven.  He approached the Ancient of Days and was led into His presence.”  
  - Daniel 7:13 
He said that the Father had given Him the “seal of approval” and that 
everyone must believe in Him to have eternal life. 
 

 

The Crowd 
They asked the wrong question. 
“When they found Him on the other side of the lake, they asked Him, “Rabbi, when did you get 
here?” - John 6:25 

They have the wrong motives. 
“Jesus answered, “I tell you the truth, you are looking for me, not because you saw miraculous 
signs but because you ate the loaves and had your fill.” - John 6:26 

They wanted to satisfy the wrong need. 
“Do not work for food that spoils, but for food that endures to eternal life, which the Son of 
Man will give you.  On Him God the Father has placed His seal of approval.” - John 6:27 

They wanted to please God with the wrong action. 
“Then they asked Him, “What must we do to do the works God requires?” - John 6:28 

 

 

My Questions 

• Am I asking the right questions? 
• Do I have the right motives? 
• Am I seeking to please God with my faith? 
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